
Template for research proposal: Critical Report

This guide allows you to provide an outline of research motivations and objectives identifying key research to support a discussion on a specific research topic.
Note: you should apply the Harvard referencing conventions in all sections.

1. Research Objective and Question
	A title's primary function is to define precisely and concisely the topic. A legitimate secondary function is to stimulate the reader's interest. Two-part titles are common: a main title to stimulate interest and somehow imaginatively 'encapsulate' the topic, and a subsidiary title to specify or focus the topic.

	
How American social and cultural history shaped the emergence of science fiction in visual media.




2.  Project Rationale 
	Consider and explain why you wish to research the subject? A short introduction to the topic, why it is of interest, and why the research is worthwhile. Clarify the central question you are addressing, what will your argument, (your hypothesis) be? (Max 200 words)

	
The thesis topic I have in mind is: Science fiction works serve as reflections of specific regional cultures and their historical trajectories. I plan to analyze representative works from different cultural spheres in chronological order to clearly demonstrate this connection. 
As a science fiction enthusiast, I have extensively engaged with novels, films, and animations from diverse cultural backgrounds. Through this exploration, I have observed that these works are profoundly imbued with distinct cultural identities, and their visions of the future often maintain subtle connections with the historical context of their creation. This discovery has ignited my passion for further research. In this paper, I aim to systematically analyze how science fiction works from different regions reflect their specific cultural characteristics, as well as the historical factors that shaped them.

After conducting preliminary research, I have decided to shift the focus of my study on science fiction from China to the United States. The boom in Chinese science fiction literature emerged roughly around the year 2000, and there is currently a limited body of high‑quality academic research directly related to this theme. Therefore, it may not be the most suitable focus for an initial systematic study in this field.




3. Keywords and keyword phrases used for research
	Experiment with connecting key words and phrases relevant to your topic and research objectives on academic sites. You can optimise key words/phrase searching by reading around your topic.

	Potential research directions currently under consideration include: the genealogy of global science fiction, cultural metaphors in sci-fi works, cross-cultural expressions of utopia and dystopia, cultural variations in depictions of aliens, post-humanism, cyborg theory, postcolonial science fiction, and the relationship between science fiction and historical context.

American science fiction, Visual media, Social and cultural history, Technological change.





4. Situate your proposal in relation to key texts, issues and debates.
	Produce a draft review establishing and explaining the views of relevant authors and how they can support the presentation of your argument to answer the research question. Use Harvard referencing (Max 300 words)

	




5. Identify any materials or data that will be examined 
	Include names of material examples to be examined such as films, artworks, games, events, directors and artists, or any other relevant media. sources that might provide pertinent data or statistics to support research objectives. All material should be referenced using the Harvard Style

	Science Fiction Works from Britain and the United States：
Frankenstein /Mary Shelley, 1818
Dune /Frank Herbert, 1965
Neuromancer/William Gibson,1984
The Time Machine/H. G. Wells, 1895

Science Fiction Works from the Soviet Union：

We / Yevgeny Zamyatin, 1924
Outside the Earth / Konstantin Tsiolkovsky, 1920
The Andromeda Nebula / Ivan Yefremov, 1957
Roadside Picnic / Arkady & Boris Strugatsky, 1972

Science Fiction Works from Japen:

Japan Sinks/Sakyō Komatsu,1973
Akira/Katsuhiro Otomo, 1982
Ghost in the Shell/Masamune Shirow, 1989
Godzilla/Ishirō Honda and Tomoyuki Tanaka, 1954

Science Fiction Works from China:

The Wandering Earth/Liu Cixin, 2000
The Path of Light /Liu Cixin, 2002
The Three-Body Problem/Liu Cixin, 2008
Folding Beijing/Hao Jingfang, 2012

Final：Focus on American science fiction.
Blade Runner, 2001: A Space Odyssey, The Matrix





6. Bibliography 
	List recognised academic books, journals and articles, that you may use to support the research you wish to undertake. This list should be referenced. Harvard Style – For guidance on how to reference correctly (using your UAL login) See appropriate examples on https://www.citethemrightonline.com/ 

	Film Art: An Introduction.
Site-seeing: Architecture and the Moving Image
How to Read a Film.
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